
General Council Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2021 
             Via Zoom Call 

    www.theCVcouncil.com or contact@thecvcouncil.com 
 
                   Please turn off or silence cell phones while inside the Council meeting 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order & Welcome: President Leon, 7p.m.  
 

2. Flag Salute: Led by Mr. Mike Baldwin 
 

3. Invocation: Led by Mr. Mike Baldwin 
 

4. Roll Call: Recording Secretary Jeffrey Rodriguez - Present: Leon, Lewin, Ear, Rodriguez, 
Ordubegian, Kilpatrick, Rabinov, Libra, Stupakis and Yu  Not Present: Hoffman & 
Brookbank 

 
5. Approval of May Meeting Minutes, Motion to approve by Councilmember Ear.  

Seconded by Councilmember Libra.  Approved unanimously. 
 

6. Approval of May Meeting Agenda as amended (Moving Streets and Transportation 
Committee Report after LUC Report on the Agenda), Motion to approve by 
Councilmember Rabinov. Seconded by Councilmember Libra.  Approved unanimously 

 
 

7. Community Reports (3 min and questions) 
 

 
a. Youth Council – No update given 
b. Sheriff – No update given 
c. Fire Department – President Leon gave the following update – The fire stats were 

distributed to everyone.  Donna, please add the stats to our website and Facebook 
account.  

d. CHP – Officer Keller gave the following updates – For the month of April, La 
Crescenta had a total of 4 Traffic accidents. Three injuries were caused during those 
accidents.  School has started again, so we’re switching our focus there when we 
can, and be aware that they’ll be more kids in the area.  Office Boyd is going to be 



assisting me with the COPS position.  Officer Cooper is still with us, but he’s more 
out on the road these days, but can help out as needed. We’re going to look at 
addressing speed on the side streets, and they’ll be specific days we’ll really be 
looking at speeding.  Never hesitate to contact me with traffic concerns or any 
question you may have.  The email address for Officer Boyd and Keller were posted 
in the chat.  President Leon asks a question – Are you the new PIO? Officer Keller 
responds – No, Vince Ramirez is still the PIO. He’s still the contact person in some 
ways, but they are changing things around a little, and having us work with him 
more.  President Leon thanks them for attending, and the work they’re doing for the 
community.  

e. CV Chamber – Mr. Baldwin gave the following updates – There will be a Silent 
Auction hosted by the Chamber. Going to run for two week period. Items will be on 
the website, and is called 32 Auction. This will be the Chamber’s first time doing a 
silent auction.  Most of the gifts will be around $200. June 10th, from 6-7 p.m. they’ll 
introduce the items.  Money is going to CV Scholarships, and this year it will be 
$2400 being given out to 11 students. Also, we’re looking at doing fireworks this 
year, but it will be a virtual fireworks (as of now) since we don’t know what 
regulations will be in place then.  As always, we have and will have support from the 
Sheriff’s and Fire Department. There is more information on the website, and any 
contribution to help make fireworks happen is welcome. On July the 10th the 
American Legion is going to host the Chamber of Commerce Bingo. This will be in 
person bingo at Memorial Hall.  There will be more information at next week’s 
meeting.  President Leon acknowledged and thanked Miss Sharon Raghavachary 
(President of CV Water) and Miss Victoria De Leon (Laura Friedman’s office) for their 
presence at the General Meeting.  

f. CV Water – Miss Sharon Raghavachary gave the following updates – The paving 
going on at the 2400 & 2500 block of Janet Lee should be done by the 21st of May. 
The 4300 block of Rosemont, is about 90% complete and should be done by May 
31st. Some pipes on the 3400 and 3500 blocks of Encinal should be completed by 
the end of the month.  Pipe replacements on the 4800 block of Dyre, 2800 block of 
El Caminito, 4800 block of Glenwood, 2800 block of Stevens, and the 2700 block 
Paraiso Way are all on schedule and should be done by the end of July. President 
Leon comments – I really appreciate the work going on around town, they did some 
work on my street, and did a great job.  We all appreciate their professionalism 
while on the job. Councilmember Rabinov comments – Is the comment period over 
for the mitigation plan that you presented last week.  Miss Raghavachary responds – 
The comment period is still open, and I think should go on for another week or two.  
The mitigation plan covers floods, fires, earthquakes etc. Fema has a program, and if 
you do this entire plan, we could become eligible for grants.  Those grants could 
then be used to buy generators for our reservoir for example. You can post your 
comments to the mitigation plan on our website.  



g. CV Cert – No updates given  
h. CV Ready - Fire Council - No update given 
i. CVCA – Mr. Michaels gave the following updates – May 27th is our next meeting.  

The housing element will be discussed, and I will be paying close attention to the 
LUC report being given today. We will discuss the project on Foothill, the SP 1818 
Apartment Project that has just been announced in Glendale. We will discuss ways 
we can respond to Projects/Developments in general, not just to a specific project. 
We want to explain the general process to the public, and where projects are 
located throughout our community for example. 

j. GUSD – Superintendent Vivian Ekchian provided the following updates – This week 
we are celebrating our classified employees. They have been great during this period 
of time, and helped out in so many capacities. We’re planning for a great summer 
program.  Even elementary students can participate through Camp Excel, which 
wasn’t the case before.  Another example is Camper Palooza.  There are many 
opportunities on our campus to enrich the campus experience for our students. 
We’ve invited the YMCA and the City of Glendale to bring their programs to CV High 
School.  Hopefully we can qualify for certain funds, and we can continue to provide 
these programs for free. We’re optimistic that we’ll be able to return to school 
August 18th for 5 days a week. We will still have precautions, but we look forward to 
having our students back on campus. Question by Miss Raghavachary – We still 
don’t have a summer schedule for high school yet, and I know you’re working on it. 
Will there be still the option for remote learning as well? Miss Ekchian responds - 
The majority of classes will be in person, but of course, it will also depend on 
need/demand. There will be opportunities for online learning, but the majority will 
be in person.  This is in general and applies to all our Glendale schools. Most of our 
experiences are in person, and that is the plan.  If time permits, we can speak 
tomorrow about your specific situation and needs after I speak to Miss Benitez. 
President Leon comments – Thank you very much to the GUSD and the teachers 
union. All the support you showed our students during the pandemic was amazing. I 
know all the hard work will continue. You do a great job and you have our full 
support.  GUSD Board member Jennifer Freeman gave the following updates – No 
Update Given 

k. Land Use Committee – No general updates – See presentation below 
8. Community Announcements (2 minute) 

 
a. Library:  Miss Martha Wiggins gave the following updates – We’ve been open for a 

month.  Everybody that comes in is grateful we’re open for in person services. We 
are still doing curb side pickup as well.  Question from the community – Is the library 
doing any summer programs.  Miss Wiggins responds - We’re doing our Summer 
Discovery Reading Program. Where you read from home and get various prizes. We 
aren’t currently earmarked as a tapped, in person outdoor programming site. Since 



we don’t have an outdoor “site” that makes outdoor programming difficult.  
Especially being so close to Foothill. If we can offer programming we will.  We’d love 
that, but finding the area is the tough part.  The library is also offering craft kits for 
the kids to take home.  

b. Park & Rec - No update given 
c. American Legion – Mr. Baldwin gave the following updates – No Memorial Day 

service at Two Strike Park.  We are doing a virtual video of the ceremony on 
Memorial Day. It will hopefully be finished on our website in time.  We are assisting 
the Boy Scouts to have a bingo night at the Elks lodge in Glendale.  That will be on 
July 24th, and the Scouts will be distributing information on that. The CV Chamber 
will hold Bingo night at the American Legion Hall on July 10th.  We are still working 
out the logistics, but more info to come. We are planning to do a police recognition 
day like we did last year. We hope to have around 40 or 50 from the CHP, Sherriff, 
and Glendale PD stop by. We also want the Fire Department to stop by. We aren’t 
exactly sure of what we can and can’t do, so more details to come about this event.  

d. Prom Plus – No update given 
e. Fire House/ Mary O’Keefe - No update given 
f. Miss Victoria Dochoghlian on behalf of Laura Friedman’s Office - AB 43 is bill that 

would allow cities and municipalities to control speed limits in their area. It passed in 
the assembly, and is now in the senate. The goal is to make our streets safer. We 
had 5 bills in suspension, those passed today and we’ll have more details next 
month. We’re still working on unemployment cases, so let us know if you or 
anybody you know is struggling to get their employment benefit. Every couple of 
month, the GSD’s Character and Ethics project honors many of our community 
leaders. Our very own, President Harry Leon was honored this week, and it was very 
well deserved. Thank you for everything you do for the community. President Leon 
responds – Thank you very much and the honor is mine.  
 

9. CVTC Land Use Committee Will Update the Council and The Community; regarding 
the Housing Element being developed by the Department of Regional Planning under the State 
of California mandate to increase the number of affordable housing units within the County of 
Los Angeles.  (unincorporated area of La Crescenta and Montrose)  Miss Ines Chessum gave the 
following updates – Shares a flyer from the County titled “The Future of Housing”, which talks 
about the state mandate to update the housing element. This is part of the General Plan for 
2021-2029. The flyer indicates the county feels there isn’t a lot of housing available 
within the unincorporated areas of the LA County. They found that 77% of the housing is 
single family homes, and 57% of those are owner occupied. The County found that this 
resulted in housing in the area being too expensive for most households. Their studies 
show that there are 66,000 plus homeless residents in LA County. So there is a need to 
increase the no. of available apartments and short term living spaces. In looking at how 
many houses are needed, they look at the whole, not La Crescenta specifically.  They 



look at various options available for development, and how to potentially develop the 
housing in the area. They look for lots that can be up-zoned to increase the no. of units 
per lot.  They are also saying if you do build something there is a minimum you have to 
build, and they are increasing the number you can build. It’s both. Regional Planning is 
in charge of preparing the housing element portion for distro.  They want 90,000 units 
made available. They have put out a survey to gather input and ideas. We have 
published the survey on the CVTC website. You can certainly contact them if you have 
any question via the email on the flyer.  They have determined that La 
Crescenta/Montrose is slated for a 1,200 unit increase. Other areas have seen a greater 
targeted unit increase. They have specifically marked 33 units in Montrose to be up-
zoned. Ines shows a map of the proposed units being marked for re-zoning. The yellow 
items marked are currently housing, and will remain housing, but upgraded so that the 
minimum is 30 units and the maximum is 50.  Luckily we aren’t as impacted as other 
communities. Any commercial lots are marked orange, and will now become mixed use. 
The new up-zoning will apply to those lots as well. It will now have to contain a 
minimum of 50 units, and a maximum of 150 units.  It has to be a minimum of a half an 
acre to qualify. The LUC would like to send a letter to Regional Planning asking that we 
spread out proposed lots, instead of them all being concentrated in Montrose. For 
example, move some of the proposed locations to Foothill Blvd. The advantages of 
moving the up-zoning to Foothill is, we have the CSD for Foothill, so we have some say 
on how it gets built.  In Montrose we don’t have any say what so ever.  So the lots could 
be a lot higher than our standards on Foothill. It could be as high as 65 feet tall for some 
Montrose lots. We can control this more on Foothill than we can in Montrose.  We need 
to propose to regional planning that they use some of the lots on Foothill for up-zoning.  
The LUC proposes that this be in the form of a letter to Regional Planning, Assembly, 
and the Supervisor’s Office. Just saying no and we don’t want up-zoning will not work, 
it’s coming and we need to work with it as best we can. Just because lots are up-zoned 
doesn’t mean it will be developed.  The state will do a review and see what lots were 
developed and which weren’t.  They can then change the lots or make adjustments as 
they see fit.  Then there is a second phase after the lots are approved, and there is an 
area plans review, and each lot is inspected for viability. We are proposing sending a 
letter, so we can get ahead of it, before things are reviewed and re-reviewed. Ines reads 
the proposed letter that was sent to the Town Council for approval. The community 
needs to make their voices heard if they’d like a say in how this process will look/go. All 
the changes that have been already made, the ADU’s, those won’t count for this new 
up-zoning they are proposing. Councilmember Stupakis – Where is Glendale on this, as 
Montrose is where most of this is being built.  Miss Chessum answers – Every city has 
their own lots that are being re-zoned, and are responsible for supplying the new 
housing possibilities.  For example, La Canada has attorneys, so they have more of an 
ability to navigate and fight things than we do. All the lots I’ve shown today, with 
markings, are a part of La Crescenta. The grey area is Glendale. Miss Mueller comments 



– Are any of the projects that have been approved, and being developed currently, 
count to this new up-zoning that we’re being asked to fulfill? Miss Chessum answers – 
Condominiums don’t count towards that at all (Example - on Foothill across from Shell).  
Now the project on Foothill and Sunset, those are meant to be apartments.  They are 
developing that as a density bonus project.  Out of the 31 units, 3 are required to be set 
aside for affordable housing.  Miss Mueller asks another question – Glendale owns all 
the parking lots behind the stores in Montrose. Couldn’t they just make those affordable 
housing units and we wouldn’t have a say? Miss Chessum responds – We wouldn’t have 
a say in that, but in my experience I would find it doubtful since those businesses 
depend on that parking. Miss Studebaker makes a statement – I’m recommending that 
the LUC become more prominent on the CVTC Website.  This is a big deal, and we all 
need to be informed and aware that this is coming.  I thank you for all you’re doing and I 
really appreciate all the hard work the LUC is putting in. A template letter for the 
community to sign and add comments might be a good idea. Miss Chessum responds - 
Writing a letter or an email is the best way.  Facebook doesn’t really work as well.  I 
would say The Board of Supervisors is the best place to send things. We can also send it 
to Laura Friedman’s office or Portantino’s office. Sacramento needs to know how you 
feel, and that is what will have the greatest impact. President Leon comments – I did 
blast the letter as well as put it on Facebook. A good amount of people responded and 
commented. Miss Raghavachary comments – Just for some perspective, we are required 
to put in 1,200 units, La Canada is 612, and Glendale is 13,425 (But they have a lot more 
room than we do) They need to look at the previous time they did this examination of 
lots, and they designated many lots then for re-zoning, and many weren’t developed.  
Those need to be counted, and we don’t need to be starting from scratch. The previous 
study did have the perspective parcels spread out, and not just in Montrose. The sewer 
system was never meant to handle this type of building in the community.  Our system 
was built in 1920’s, and it’s not meant to handle this kind of load. Miss Chessum 
responds – Do they have to do a study or can the CVWD make developers do an impact 
study for a 51 unit project? Miss Raghavachary responds – I don’t think so, and I think 
the threshold is more than that. They won’t have to do a flow test, because it’s all 
spread out. So they don’t have to do a water impact study as well. Also, this has never 
come before CVWD to my knowledge. Miss Morris comments– The less than 65 ft. 
language is too vague, and I would change that part of the letter.  We need to refer to 
the CSD for a specific height.  The two yellow ones on the map are churches. Does that 
mean somebody could make them move for development?  Miss Chessum responds – 
Nobody will be evicted, they are just rezoning things.  Just allowing the lot to be 
developed differently if it ever gets developed down the road. I think the county should 
consider all the r1’s that have been converted to ADU’s, but they aren’t counting them 
as we’d like. Town Council Members comment on the issue, and provide their thoughts. 
Next Steps - Ines will make the two proposed amendments to the letter, and circulate to 



the Town Council via email.  The Council will then vote on approving the amended 
letter, and if approved, the letter will be sent to Regional Planning.  

 
 

10. Streets and Transportation – Councilmember Rabinov gave the following updates – We meet 
the last Tuesday of each month, at 6 p.m., via the same zoom link as this meeting.  At our last 
meeting, we had a great presentation from Public Works about the Pavement Reverse 
Resurfacing Project. We’re looking at improvements from La Crescenta all the way up to 
Markridge, and down to Montrose Ave.  There are sidewalk improvement from Prospect Ave to 
Orange. As well as bulbouts on La Crescenta Ave. There will also be some resurfacing of streets 
from Oceanview to Mar Vista. Shirley from DPW will be at our next meeting to give us updates 
and comments on what our next steps will be on other items. Hopefully more people can make 
it out to our next meeting. We will talk about different intersection/streets, and the various 
reports and audits for each.  We need to determine the final numbers for specific streets. Then 
get feedback from the county on what the next steps can/will be for each, and if any 
improvements can be made.  Some of these streets being looked at were recommended by 
members of the community, so your input can matter.  We will also discuss the Metro Open 
Streets grant application timeline. We are mostly done with the application, but things will be 
discussed further, and we’ll hopefully get a cost estimate.  Open Streets promotes more public 
transportation use on Foothill, by having an event that closes down streets and promotes 
alternate modes of transit.  For example walking, riding a bike, rollerblading, or any way to be 
active and get out there with our community. We are partnering with La Canada Flintridge for 
this, and hope we will get the grant. We will also talk about the Soundwall project, which is 
funded by measure R.  We got a 9 million dollar grant to finish the 3 Soundwalls on the 210 
Freeway.  There are also other unfunded Soundwall parts that the county has submitted an 
application to Congressman Schiff’s office for possible funding. The County is also preparing a 
Foothill Complete Streets Master Plan for La Canada, La Crescenta, and Glendale. The Existing 
Conditions Report will be available to us in July. The purpose is to evaluate what improvements 
we need in this community: Pedestrian access to public transit, and other ways to get in and out 
of our community. There is also measure M funding, and that is set aside for our community per 
capita, is population based, and is a half-cent sales tax.  This money can be applied to 
infrastructure improvements, but until we have a Complete Streets Plan in place, we can use 
that funding. Once we do, that funding can go to some of the recommendation improvements 
proposed in the study.  The County’s Vision Zero signs have been increasing throughout our 
community. There has been immediate data that the signs are working, and they are slowing 
people down.  We’ve made a big push for these signs, as speeding is a big problem for our 
community. We will get more updates on Vision Zero during our next meeting.  We will have a 
report on the utility boxes that we’ve seen painted In Glendale. We’ll get feedback from the 
County on whether we can have some of our utility boxes painted. Again, please join us if you 
can, as we always have a lot of important items to discuss.  Councilmember Stupakis – I really 



want to thank you for all the work you’ve done in the community. I feel you’re really looking out 
for our kids and community as a whole with all the work you’re doing/done.  You’re doing a 
great job Desiree, and we really appreciate all your hard work. Miss Chessum asks a question – 
First, you’re doing a great job, and really doing so much for the community with all your work.  
Thank you so much. I have a question of the bulbouts on La Crescenta.  Is there going to be a 
presentation to the community about that potential project.  I think it could cause some traffic 
concerns because of the narrowing of lanes on both sides.  Councilmember Rabinov responds – 
The width is wide enough at that section that no lane will be removed, nor should parking be 
affected. For clarification, the bulbouts will be at La Crescenta and Orange. Miss Mueller asks a 
question – Is there any way to get some repaving options near the corner of Harmony and La 
Crescenta.  It’s really bad, and certain parts aren’t drivable. Councilmember Rabinov responds – 
Yes, I will suggest it at our next meeting and let the County know we had a community member 
reach out. President Leon comments - Thank you for the excellent report Desiree and all your 
hard work.   

 
11. Public Comments 

Public Comments and Community Announcements:  This is for non-agenda items only.  Please submit a speaker card to the 
President or Vice President.   Speakers are allowed 2 minutes.  Council may ask questions or respond to the speaker but there will be 
no debate or decision.  The President may refer the matter to the appropriate committee for investigation and report.  

 

 
 

12. Council Business 
a. Treasurer’s Report: Motion to approve treasury report by Councilmember Stupakis 

and seconded by Councilmember Ear. Approved Unanimously 
b. Correspondence:  Councilmember Ear provided the following update – Nothing 

essential or needed in the mail. 
c. Streets and Transportation: Councilmember Rabinov gave the following updates –  
d. Outdoor fitness center and Two Strike Park. President Leon comments - Everything is 

on hold.  Right now we’re working on the Eagle Canyon Trail.  We will have a forum 
and do community outreach for that soon.  I still haven’t got any feedback from the 
County Supervisors office yet for the Outdoor Fitness Center. As soon as I hear 
something, I’ll be sure to let you know.  Miss Alexandria and her Daughter comment 
- People want to be outside, and they want an Outdoor gym. Why is nobody pushing 
for this project like other projects I’m hearing about this evening. Outdoor Gyms are 
in cities all around us, yet nobody seems to be fighting hard to get one here. I have 
150 signed petitions from the community.  We have a huge need for stuff in the 
upper areas of La Crescenta, and it’s like we’re hostages in our own community. This 
is for the elderly, and to get them out to start exercising again.  It’s important.  
Please follow-up again, and try and work at this a little more please.  It’s important, 
so please keep up the work. President Leon comments – I will, I’ve been trying, and 
the Council will continue to try.  It’s not easy getting things through, and even 



getting movement can be tough, but we’ll see what we can do. I will follow up again, 
and I’ll reach out if I hear anything from the County Supervisor’s Office. 
Councilmember Rabinov comments – This was listed in measure a priority projects 
for Parks and Rec, was voted on, and was ranked no. 7. So this has been brought up 
and voted on before by the community 

e. Scholarships = Councilmember Ear and Yu gave an update – All the applicants were 
above the bar.  We had great submissions, and it was a pleasure to read all them.  It 
was encouraging to see all of this during the pandemic, and they will all do us very 
proud.  Councilmember Yu comments – They students did a great job, and now 
we’re just waiting to receive the money.  President Leon comments – Yeah, we’re 
still waiting, but it was already approved, so all should be okay.  

f. Pancake Breakfast – Councilmember Stupakis gave the following update – We’re still 
waiting to see when they will approve permits. We can see if we get something 
permitted for the fall, but only time will tell. More updates to come when we get 
more information on how we can proceed.  
 

13. Adjourn: the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.  


